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maintained by the examiner except for the grounds of rejection (if any) listed 
under the subheading "WITHDRAWN REJECTIONS." New grounds of rejection (if any) 
are provided under the subheading "NEW GROUNDS OF REJECTION." 

(7) Claims Appendix 

The examiner has no comment on the copy of the appealed claims contained in 
the Appendix to the appellant's brief. 

(8) Evidence Relied Upon 

US 6,656,287 Sanders 12-2003 

Christoph Schultheiss et al. "Processing of Sugar Beets With Pulsed-Electric 
Fields" IEEE Transactions on Plasma Science, Vol 30, No. 4, Agust 2002. page 1547- 
1551. 

EP1 257421 3 or WO01 62482 Eugene et al. 11-2002 

(9) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



